Letter from the Principal

Dear Student

This Sixth Form Guide provides details of the courses which the College plans to offer
for the academic year 2006-2007. We provide opportunities for students who meet the
entry requirements and wish to continue their education at Guthlaxton, and welcome
applications from those wishing to join us at the age of sixteen.

The courses you choose will depend very much on the results of your GCSE examina-
tions and your own career aspirations. The Sixth Form curriculum is designed to pro-
vide for all abilities, ambitions and interests, and we are confident that you will be able
to find a suitable balance of subjects. As an Arts College, we offer specialist courses
and facilities in the performing arts in addition to a wide range of A-levels and other
courses.

Becoming a Sixth Former at Guthlaxton is not only about meeting the challenge of ex-
amination courses. However, there is an expectation that you will work hard and pro-
duce good results. Success in public examinations is a desirable outcome of your stud-
ies; last year's AS (Year 12) students achieved a pass rate of 79.9%. Year 13 students
achieved a pass rate of 97% (our highest to date) with 86% entering university and spe-
cialist colleges. In both cases these are improved results on previous successful years.

The Sixth Form is a friendly, caring community in which students and staff work to-
gether. Special attention is given to student welfare, progress and achievement and ca-
reers guidance. Well motivated students are welcome and share a common aim with
staff, that of making their stay in the Sixth Form a purposeful and successful one.

The Sixth Form is housed in its own building with excellent private study facilities, re-
sources/IT rooms, careers library and catering amenities. Through the Sixth Form Stu-
dent Council, students organise charity work and social functions. Whilst in the Sixth
Form you will be encouraged to participate in the College’s sporting, musical and dra-
matic activities and some form of community service or work experience.

| hope that you will take every opportunity to talk to staff and students about College life
in the Sixth Form.

M J Fields, BSc, MEd, FRSA
PRINCIPAL

Contact: Mrs D Wilson, Assistant Principal (Po8j 1
on 0116 2881611



Options at 16+

Guthlaxton College Sixth Form brings together a cross section of students with differ-
ent abilities, ambitions and aspirations - all ready, we hope, to face new challenges
and seize opportunities.

To help you in your decisions please consider the following questions -

Do you want to enter Higher / Further Education - University / Specialist Col-
leges?

Do you want to seek employment at eighteen in retail management, industry,
insurance, banking, the armed forces, etc.?

Do you require extra qualifications for specific careers such as nursing, fire ser-
vice, police force etc.?

Do you feel you need additional qualifications and would benefit from continuing
your education where you already know staff and students?

Do you wish to gain vocational qualifications and look for employment whilst at
college?

Do you look forward to the opportunity to work with increased independence,
organising your study time and taking responsibility for your own learning?

Do you want to be a senior student in a 14-19 college?
Do you wish to make a new start at 16+ in a college?
If any of the above questions apply to you, then this is a very good reason for return-

ing to or joining Guthlaxton Sixth Form. You must now seek advice and choose sub-
jects and courses which suit your abilities and needs.

Contact: Mrs D Wilson, Assistant Principal (Po8j 1
on 0116 2881611



Who's Who in the Sixth Form

Assistant Principal (Post 16) Mrs D Wilson
Progress Co-ordinator (Post 16) Mr P Ashton
Higher Education and Careers Mrs D Wilson

Mr P Ashton

Mrs A Forster
Young Enterprise Co-ordinator Miss A Coulstock
Examinations Officer Mr D Charlish
Assessment Co-ordinator Mr M Dare
Key Skills Co-ordinator Mr S Jelly

Deputy Principal - Curriculum Mr G Cambers
Mr R Coles
x ok %k *
Progress Co-ordinators  Harcourt Mrs A Pollon
Magna Mrs M Hadkiss
Parva Mr | Tidmarsh

* * * *

Current (2006/2007) (Elections held in June for 2007/2008)

Head Boy: Head Girl:
Deputy Head Boy : Deputy Head Girl:

Your Group Tutor

Your Group Tutor plays an important part in helping you to make the very best use of
your time in the Sixth Form and is the one member of staff who will see you regularly
every day. Your tutor will also play an important role in advising you on a number of
issues for example, time management, study release, in addition to monitoring your
course progress and target setting. Our aim is to prepare you for your future and time
is set aside every fortnight for a tutorial period with a varied and relevant programme
to equip you for life beyond the Sixth Form, whether this is university or post Sixth

Contact: Mrs D Wilson, Assistant Principal (Po8j 1
on 0116 2881611



The Sixth Form Experience

Guthlaxton College Sixth Form aims to ensure that all our students achieve their full
potential and leave Guthlaxton with appropriate qualifications and skills, enabling
them to take every advantage of opportunities in the future, whether in Higher Edu-
cation or Post 16 employment.

The following are key focuses in the Sixth Form:
- academic achievement

- a forward looking curriculum in line with DfES recommendations and a
timetable model which ensures delivery.

- continuity from Year 11 in a supportive, adult environment.

- close links with parents, both formal and informal, with resources and
facilities in a purpose built centre for Sixth Form students

- choice of study with opportunity to specialise in courses to suit individual
needs and ambitions

- smaller teaching groups so students and staff know each other better.

- greater responsibility for organising time within a structured learning
framework including self-supported study and private study facilities.

- an opportunity to develop new ideas and initiatives to improve the quality
of Sixth Form life for existing and future students

- the ability to benefit from theatre visits, field trips and residential
experiences as well as visiting universities and higher education
exhibitions.

Some aspects will not be entirely different, since for the most part you will have your
friends and supportive staff in a familiar setting and the opportunity to participate in
House activities, the College Student Council, sport, music and drama as well as
traditional Sixth Form activities such as social events and charity fund-raising.

Continued over . . ./

Contact: Mrs D Wilson, Assistant Principal (Po8j 1
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The Sixth Form Experience
Continued

Higher Education and Careers Advice

In addition to a comprehensive Higher Education programme of advice and sup-
port involving presentations to students and parents, you have access to:

Computer aided careers counselling Visits to open days
Mock interviews/ References Value added data
Careers / H.E. library CVs and Personal Statement

“Gap” year / Sponsorship / Sandwich course information

Up to date UCAS and university entry requirements.

Tutorial Programme

The Sixth Form is involved in a wide range of activities across the College. A good
balance of work and social activities are planned each year.

Within the tutorial and PSE programme, emphasis is placed on a programme
which is suited to young, mature adults.

Target setting Review of academic progress
Current affairs Citizenship
Health issues Social issues

Understanding of self, society
and the environment

Day to day admin. and Sixth Form information.

Sixth Form Student Management Team/Post 16 Task For ce

Organising social functions (Christmas Dinner, Last Fling)
Considering new ideas and developments Decision making and team work

Common Room Finance and fund raising.

A directory of Sixth Form information is available in the Post 16 Handbook - avail-
able to every student on entry into the Sixth Form.



What we expect from you!

As well as meeting entry requirements for your course, we require -
a commitment to put maximum effort into your studies
a positive approach towards learning
a determination to succeed

a respect for the Guthlaxton College Values.

Your Entitlement

In Guthlaxton’s Sixth Form, you are entitled to be treated with respect as an
individual and young adult with his or her own aspirations, ideals and needs.

You will also benefit from a comprehensive programme of Induction into the
Sixth Form which takes place in June 2007.

You will also have access to guidance and advice

As a means of supporting and helping you throughout your time in the Sixth
Form, your Group Tutor, Mrs. Wilson and Mr. Ashton are available to discuss
any concerns which you may encounter.

All Sixth Form students will be able to develop their skills in communication,
application of number and information technology via Key Skills. These will
become increasingly important for progression into employment, higher
education and throughout your working life.

Contact: Mrs D Wilson, Assistant Principal (Po8j 1
on 0116 2881611



Extra Curricular Activities

We offer a wide variety of activities in the Sixth Form. You are not only encouraged to
continue with interests you may have had in Years 10 and 11 but to seize upon new
challenges presented to you in the Sixth Form.

It is important to establish a sensible balance between study and leisure (work and
play). Many of the new initiatives in the Sixth Form will be of considerable benefit to

you in higher education / employment application / interview and also your Personal
Statement.

On page 4 of your application form you will see the full range of activities and particu-
larly the “new” opportunities available in the Sixth Form.

Sixth Form Management Team Post 16 Task Force
Debating Society / Public Speaking Teaching Experience
Community Service Work Experience

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Sixth Form Young Enterprise

All students in Year 12 and Year 13 contribute towards the Guthlaxton Post 16 Task
Force. This is a new initiative and is only in its infancy. So far Sixth Form students
have established an Anti-bullying Support Network, with their own e-mail address; they
have acted as ambassadors at College events; they have successfully organised and
held a wide range of charity events to raise £2,000 within the first term. There is still
much more to be achieved. The Sixth Form hope to raise the profile of Student Voice
across the College.

Remember - “Busy people are the achievers!”

Contact: Mrs D Wilson, Assistant Principal (Po8j 1
on 0116 2881611



Post 16 Curriculum—September 2007

In response to Government / DfES recommendation, students continuing their education
into the Sixth Form in September 2007 will be offered a curriculum structure which provides
greater opportunity to broaden their studies and was first introduced in September 2000.

We are pleased to be able to continue to offer a substantial number and a broad range of
courses for September 2007; 31 (AS + A2) courses and a Performing Arts course in addition
to GCSE courses.

Our timetable structure is particularly flexible and is able to accommodate the individual
needs of Sixth Form students.

AS (Advanced Subsidiary) Levels are 1 year courses that most students will study in
Year 12. Each subject will contain three units which can be assessed in January or
June. AS levels will be graded A-E and count for entrance to Higher Education.

A2 levels are 2nd year courses to be taken after AS levels in Year 13. Each subject
contains an additional three units which can be assessed in either January or June. A2
level marks are added to those from AS levels to provide A-levels graded A-E and count
for entrance to Higher Education.

When they apply in March, students at Guthlaxton will be asked to choose the AS + A2 sub-
jects they wish to study over two years. In many cases students will choose four AS level
courses to be followed by three A2 level courses in the same subjects. However, combina-
tions can vary. Students will be able to add an extra AS level in Year 13 to broaden their
education, particularly if they are considering university entrance. Each AS gained is a
separate qualification in its own right. Some students may be interested in a 3 year pro-
gramme. For these students who do not achieve 5 A*-C GCSE grades, they might consider
4 GCSE subjects plus 1 AS subject. This could improve their overall GCSE qualifications
and also allow for further AS/A2 study.

The structure then, with both AS and A2 consisting of 3 modules in each subject will be as

follows. Year 12 Year 13

+ = A-Level

AS 50% A2 50%

A list of courses appears later in this Information Guide and on the Application Form, in ad-
dition to subject information in all subjects offered.

Contact: Mrs D Wilson, Assistant Principal (Po8j 1
on 0116 2881611



Selecting Your Course

There is a wide variety of courses available. More details are given below to help you de-
cide which is the most appropriate course for you.

It is important when choosing your course, that you carefully consider the following three
factors:-

Careers Intention

It is quite common for students to have no definite idea of what they want to do
eventually, in terms of a chosen career.

If this is the case, it is sensible to choose subjects you will enjoy.

You will be well advised to talk to subject staff and read the Subject Literature
available from Subject Leaders.

Subject Preference
It is important to achieve and succeed in your chosen course.
It is important that you enjoy learning more about your chosen subject areas,
since this makes study easier and you will work harder and do better in the subjects
you enjoy.

Success and Achievement

Think carefully and realistically about what you can achieve - talk to current
Sixth Formers and your teachers.

We are all individuals with different strengths and weaknesses. Consider carefully
and ask yourself “What am | good at?” “Am | prepared to work hard in that subject -
both in College and at home?”

/\
Enjoyment/Satisfaction Increased Effort
Effo\rt Achievement
Increased Satisfaction Quality of work con-
in a job well done tinues to improve

All students will negotiate their own individual timetable with specialist staff at their inter-
view during the Induction Week in June. Their choices will be confirmed at the time of the
final interview in August when GCSE results are known.

Contact: Mrs D Wilson, Assistant Principal (Po8j 1
on 0116 2881611



Applications and Entry Requirements

An application form for September 2007 is included in the Sixth Form Guide.
When completing the form, please read the instructions carefully. Your Year 11
Group Tutor will assist you with any problems. Your application form must be com-
pleted fully with staff signatures and returned to the College Admin Office
(Reception) by 3rd March 2007.

Entry Requirements

AS + A2 levels Students would normally be expected to have achieved
a minimum of five A*- C GCSE grades. High grades are
preferable in chosen subject areas in addition to
subject staff recommendation.

BTEC National Five A*- C plus a successful audition.
Diploma in

Performing Arts

(2 years) -

GCSE Subjects Subject staff recommendation.

We take great pride in the achievements of all our students. 86% of last year’'s
Year 13 entered higher education and with commitment, a positive attitude and de-
termination the vast majority of Sixth Formers achieve their desired destination.
Well motivated students are welcome and share a common aim with all staff, that
of making their experience in the Sixth Form, a purposeful and successful one.

Contact: Mrs D Wilson, Assistant Principal (Po8j 1
on 0116 2881611



Courses On Offer 2007 - Subject Leaders

For specific information about any of the courses listed below in addition to that contained in
the departmental literature, talk to your current teacher or any of the subject leaders listed

below.
AS + A2 Courses
Art & Craft

Biology

Business Studies

Chemistry

Computing

Dance

Economics

English Language

English Literature

Film Studies

Food Technology

French

General Studies

Geography

Health & Social Care

History

Information Technology

Leisure & Tourism

Mathematics: with Statistics
with Mechanics
Further Mathematics

Media Studies

Music

Music Technology

Physical Education/N.Cert.Sport

Physics

Product Design

Psychology

Sociology

Theatre Studies

Ms S.Parker
Mrs S.Green
Mrs Turnbull
Mr S.Jelly

Mr M.Wilce
Miss V.Hazarika/Miss M Lloyd
Mrs Turnbull
Miss S. Eales
Miss S. Eales
Mr J. Campbell
Mrs. C.Vaughan
Mrs V.Turner
Mr P. Ashton
Mr J.Bailey

Mr McBride
Mrs K.Rifugiato
Mr M.Wilce
Mrs M. Hadkiss
Mr R.Felix

Mr R.Felix

Mr R.Felix

Mr J. Campbell
Mr R. Dacey
Mr R. Dacey
Mr M.Dare

Mr A.Stell

Mr N.Jones

Mr R.Austin

Mr R.Austin
Miss A Ashwell

Continued . .

A
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Courses On Offer 2007 - Subject Leaders

Continued . ..

Vocational A-Level Courses

BTEC National Diploma in Performing Arts
with options in Dance, Drama, Music, Popular Music,
Technical Theatre, Music Technology (2 year course) Mr R. Dacey

Vocational 1 Year Courses

Foreign Languages at Work (FLAW) Mrs C.Penfold / Mrs V.Turner

GCSE Courses

English Language Miss S. Eales

Sociology Mr R. Austin

Mathematics Mr R. Felix/Mr | Robinson
Psychology Mr R. Austin

Information Technology Mr M. Wilce

Science Mr A. Stell

Statistics Mr R. Felix

Spanish Mrs V. Turner/Miss S Lemon

Other Courses

Sports Leaders (CCPR) Mr A. Baldwin
Communication / Life Skills (AQA) Mr S. Jelly

All Sixth Form students will study short courses in General Studies, Key Skills and
RE as part of their core curriculum. All the courses above are offered subject to
staffing and student demand.



Course Combinations — Some Examples

Claire

Claire is an able student with an interest in IT, travel and conservation. She wants to
study Geography, Sociology and Biology at AS and A2-level but would like to work in
Europe so she is hoping to add an AS-level in French in Year 12 and follow that with
an extra AS-level in Information Technology in Year 13.

Daniel

Daniel wishes to study Psychology, Sociology and P.E. at AS and A2 level. He has
discussed his predicted grades with his teacher and he may not achieve the neces-
sary minimum 5 A*-C grades. He is advised to improve his GCSE performance in
the first year of the Sixth Form and has chosen GCSE Mathematics, English, Psy-
chology and Sociology, and also AS level P.E. If he is successful, Daniel will then
progress to his chosen AS/A2 course. This will provide Daniel with a very suitable 3-
year course in our Sixth Form.

John

John has obtained 5 A*-C GCSE grades but unfortunately obtained D grades in
English and Maths. He wants to stay in the Sixth Form to gain AS and A2 qualifica-
tions in PE and Psychology. He has decided to stay at the College for three years.
In Year 12 he will retake GCSE English and Maths and develop new skills with one
year courses in GCSE Sociology, Spanish and the CCPR Sports Leaders course.
When he can, he will attend AS lessons in PE and Psychology as a taster for begin-
ning these courses properly in Year 13. He will consider starting a third AS course
in Year 13 to increase his courses to three subjects. He will complete these three
courses at AS and A2 level in Year 14 having spent three years in the Sixth Form.

Pardeep

Pardeep is a very able and particularly strong mathematician. At High School, be-
fore moving to Guthlaxton, she was thinking about reading Natural Sciences or
Mathematics at Oxford or Cambridge University. She has spoken to her Year 11
teachers and would like to study Further Maths, Physics and Chemistry at AS and
A2-level. Pardeep is aware that she will be very busy during her two years in the
Sixth, but she is highly motivated and has good time management skills. She is also
determined to take the Silver Duke of Edinburgh Award and is an accomplished mu-
sician who plays in the College ‘Big Band'.

Richard

Richard is keenly interested in Performing Arts and he achieved his 5 A*-C GCSE
passes. He wishes to specialise in Performing Arts having taken leading roles in
Year 10 and Year 11 in musical productions. He has therefore decided to study the
BTEC National Diploma for two years. Richard is now preparing for his audition, and
if successful in September this will secure him a place on the course. He has al-
ready spent his Year 11 Work Experience at a local theatre and would like to work
part-time at weekends assisting with lighting and scenery construction.

Contact: Mrs D Wilson, Assistant Principal (Po8j 1
on 0116 2881611



Completing Your Application Form

When you have carefully read your Post 16 Course Information and Guide, and de-
cided upon your courses for September 2007:

1. Enter fully all the details requested on the front page - if you have any idea, at
this stage of your intended career / higher education, please enter in the space
provided and any qualifications you will need. This will help us in advising you
in selecting the appropriate subject in the Sixth Form.

2.  On pages 2 and 3, please follow the instructions carefully.
Please read the examples of course combinations.

This illustrates the flexibility of our timetable structure and provides Claire,
Daniel, Pardeep, John and Richard with a curriculum to suit their individual
needs.

We know at this stage, you may not be fully sure of your choice of subject - and
it may depend upon your GCSE exam results in August. Seek as much advice
now from your SUBJECT TEACHERS and GROUP TUTOR or any other of the
SUBJECT LEADERS.

3. When you have completed your subject choices (2 year and 1 year) on pages
3 and 4, take your Application Form to your SUBJECT TEACHERS in the
SUBJECTS you have chosen, to receive their PROVISIONAL APPROVAL
with STAFF SIGNATURE - this is a further useful opportunity to discuss your
choice of subjects and at which level.

4. On page 4 you will find a list of Societies, Clubs and Sixth Form activities. All
students are encouraged to take part in the extra-curricular life of the Sixth
Form. Please tick against those areas in which you are interested in taking
part.

5.  Finally, when your Application Form is completed with staff signatures and
signed by your Group Tutor - RETURN THE APPLICATION FORM
THROUGH YOUR GROUP TUTOR TO THE ADMIN. OFFICE - AS SOON
AS POSSIBLE BUT NO LATER THAN 3rd MARCH 2007.

Contact: Mrs D Wilson, Post 16 Co-ordinator
on 0116 2881611



Student Learning Agreement

The Student Learning Agreement is intended to give you a clear understanding of what you
can expect from Guthlaxton College Sixth Form and what will be expected of you in return.

Under this agreement, Guthlaxton College Sixth Form will endeavour to provide the follow-
ing:

* A programme of courses that is matched to your interests and aspirations;

* A friendly, caring and supportive environment;

* A group tutor who monitors your progress, provides guidance and assistance in setting
targets for improvements;

* The acknowledgement and recording of personal achievement through the Progress
Review/ Assessment programme system;

* Support in developing good study skills and coping with stress;

* A careers programme suited to your needs with access to expert careers advice;

* A formal opportunity each year for your parents/guardians to come to College to dis-
CUSS your progress;

* One set of Progress Summaries each year and other interim assessments as appro-
priate.

Under this agreement you will be expected to fulfil the following:

* Be determined to make the most of your time in the Sixth Form;

* Accept responsibility for your own learning with the support of your subject teachers
and group tutor.

* Complete all work to the required standard by the required deadline;

* Use your private study time in and out of College effectively;

* Attend all sessions punctually. As a full time Year 12 student, you will normally be ex-
pected to be in College from 8.45 a.m. to 3.15 p.m. when you have lessons;

* Attend a.m. registrations, all timetabled lessons and attend House and Sixth Form as-

semblies;

Study release is considered inappropriate for Year 12 students;

Discuss with your group tutor in advance if you need to be absent for a good reason;

Respect the individual rights of all members of the College and community;

Contribute to the life of Guthlaxton College Sixth Form and the whole College;

Uphold the Code of Conduct and College Values.

L T

SIgNEA: .. (Student)

Year 11 Tutor Group or previous SChool/College.......... ..o,
Signed: ... (Group Tutor, on behalf of the College) Date: .....................
Date: ..o Tutor Group: ... 120,
Please share this agreement with your parents/guardians.

SIgNEA: ..

Contact: Mrs D Wilson, Post 16 Co-ordinator
on 0116 2881611



Education Maintenance Allowance

EMA is provided by the Learning and Skills Council and is monitored and
managed by the College.
What is it for?

To help cover the day-to-day costs that you will meet on your Post 16 course.

Am | entitled to EMA funding?

EMA is means tested, dependent on household income.

If I am eligible, how can | be sure | will recei  ve my weekly allowance?

. 100% attendance at registration

100% attendance at lessons
NO PAYMENT FOR SICKNESS

Advanced authorised absence e.g. doctor’s appointment, funeral of
close family

How can | be sure of receiving my 2 bonus paymen ts of £100 in January
and July?

You need to make “progress” on your chosen course, linked to the Student’s
Learning Agreement in terms of:

Meeting contractual arrangements of your school/college,
e.g. coursework, deadlines, homework's, internal exams,
external exam results, termly assessments etc, and have
met attendance criteria.

Further details will be available when Guthlaxton College receives details for
2007/8.

Contact: Mrs D Wilson, Asssistant Principal (Pb8}
on 0116 2881611



Planning Ahead - Important dates over the
next few months

December 5th Sixth Form Opportunities Evening (Year 11 Students and Parents).

Late January Sixth Form Opportunities 2007/8 and Course Supplements
published.

February Curriculum and Course Structure Presentation.

Year 11 Course Guidance
Presentations to Year 11 applicants - involving current Yrl2 students
Application Forms available

Late February Provisional course choices made.
Sixth Form Information Desk and staff available at lunchtimes.

Mid March Completed Sixth Form Application Form returned to College
Office by 3rd March 2007 . Course guidance continues.
May/June GCSE examination period.

June 23rd-25th Sixth Form Induction:
- Subject “taster” lessons
Post 16 Curriculum organisation
The Guthlaxton Sixth Form experience - Academic and Social
Organisation
Key Skills and General Studies
Provisional Tutor Groups published

August GCSE results published
Department and Subject Leaders available for course discussion
and advice.

September Sixth Form Induction - Courses start.

Sixth Form Student A-Z Handbook published.

More Information Information desks will be available in the Foyer at the Main College
entrance and in the Sixth Form Centre. A College visit during the
working day can be arranged - please contact Mrs D Wilson on
Leicester (0116) 2881611, guth@guth.org.uk.

Contact: Mrs D Wilson, Assistant Principal (Po8j 1
on 0116 2881611



And Finally . . ..

Start thinking now about what you are going to be doing in September 2007.
Develop an Action Plan and put your thoughts and ideas on paper.
Discuss your ideas and ambitions with your parents.

Honestly assess your potential - you should know yourself better than anyone
else.

Know your predicted GCSE grades from your teachers.

Do not leave decisions until the deadline for your completed application form in
March - rushed and hasty decisions can frequently go very wrong.

Make every determined effort to get the maximum benefit out of your GCSE
courses. Hard work and sound revision will pay off.

Remember www.samlearning.com.

If you want a university education or good employment prospects which will
reflect your long term potential, stay in education at the highest level for as
long as possible.

We wish you every success in your GCSEs

Deb Wilson Phil Ashton
Assistant Principal (Post 16) Progress Co ordi  nator (Post 16)

Contact: Mrs D Wilson, Post 16 Co-ordinator
on 0116 2881611



Your Notes . . .

Contact: Mrs D Wilson, Post 16 Co-ordinator
on 0116 2881611



