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We break up for half term on Friday, 14th October, after a very busy seven weeks.  
 
Throughout the College students have settled in very well to the new year; notably the 
new Year 10 who look very smart in the new jumper or cardigan. The 6th Form in gen-
eral have a real positive buzz, encouraged by the excellent student leadership in that 
area. Attendance is up in all year groups and our expectations for are still very high to 
outperform our best ever results of 2011. 
 
I spoke about the key values that we have at the College in my talks to students and 
parents at our recent Opportunities Evening. Whilst it is important to have an ambi-
tious and academic outlook we are also making sure that the potential in all our stu-
dents is realised, being all they can be, to give them the best life chances. So even 
though the first half-term has been great we will not let up in our pursuit of excellence, 
being the best we can be. 
 
I once again thank all the parents/carers, staff and students for all your efforts and 
continued support.  
 
Together we make a difference. 
 
 
 
 

John Keller 
Principal 

    Dates for your Diary 
 

17 - 21 October  Half Term Break 
10 November  Student Review Day 
18 November   BBC Children in Need Fundraising 
28 November  Year 12/13 Parent Evening 
8 December   Year 12/13 Parent Evening  
20 & 21 December  Christmas Concert 
22 December  End of Term 
 

2012 
9 January    Start of Spring Term 
12 January   Year 9 Parent Briefing 
 



            Performing Arts News   

13th – 14th October 2011 
Thursday - Friday 

Dance Tour to London, workshops and thea-
tre trips to see Chicago  & Mama Mia 

Various dance students yr 10-13 

27th & 28th October 2011 
Thursday & Friday 

Cabaret evening, Main College Hall 7.30pm Dance, Drama & Music students. 

20th November 2011 
Sunday 

NCBF Northampton Competition College Big Band 

1st & 2nd December 2011 
 Thursday & Friday 

Dance show, main college hall 7.30pm Dance Students yr 10-13 

16th December 2011 Friday Carols at All Saints Church College Choir 

20th & 21st December 2011 
Tuesday & Wednesday 

Christmas Concert, Main College Hall 
7.30pm & Matinee to Primary Schools at 
10am – 11am Tuesday & Wednesday 

Music, Dance & Drama Students 

31st January 2012 
Tuesday 

Richard Attenborough Centre, Soundbites 
12.45 – 1.45 free entry 

College Chamber Orchestra. 

4th February 2012 
Saturday 

St Thomas’ Church, South Wigston 
Joint Concert. 

College Choir & Orchestra 

7th -10th March 2012 
Wednesday- Saturday 

College musical ‘Crazy for You’ 7.30pm 
Main College Hall and Matinee to High 
School Wednesday at 1.30pm 

Drama, Dance & Music Students 

16th – 18th March 2012 
Friday – Sunday 

Young Americans College Students 

21st March 2012 
Wednesday 

Wigston Family of Schools Instrumental 
Day, Main Hall. 

High Schools & College Ensem-
bles 

23rd March 2012 Friday Acoustic night, Main Hall 7.30pm College Music Students 

29th March 2012 
Thursday 

Bagworth village hall 8.30pm – 9.30pm 
tickets available on the door. 

College Big Band 

27th March 2012 
Tuesday 

Richard Attenborough Centre, Soundbites 
12.45-1.45 fee entry. 

College Big Band 

29th March 2012 – 2nd April 
2012 (exact dates tbc) 

Drama Tour to USA. Drama Students 

25th May 2012 Friday Rock School Concert  Main Hall College Students’ Event 

21st June 2012 
Thursday 

Wigston Family of Schools Instrumental Day 
and Concert 4pm 

High Schools & College Ensem-
bles 

28th & 29th June 2012 
Thursday & Friday 

Bye Bye Blues Concert, Main College Hall College Music, Dance & Drama 
students. 

9th – 13th July 2012 
Monday – Friday 

Music tour to Belgium Music students all years 10-13 

GUTHLAXTON COLLEGE 
Dates – At a Glance 2011 – 2012 



Kathak Dance Workshop, 16th September 2011 
 
Indian Dance specialist Anand Bhatt delivered Kathak Work-
shops (Indian Classical Dance) to our Guthlaxton Dance Stu-
dents . 
 
Anand Bhatt who runs the Vista Blind Charity in Leicester, 
delivered free Kathak Dance workshops to our students over 
the day. The Indian Dance specialist who works closely with 
Akram Khan and up and coming Contemporary/Indian Per-
former Aakash Odedra believes, ‘A Healthy Body means 
Healthy Eyes.’ Over 70 of our Dance students participated 
and raised money for the charity.  

          Performing Arts News - Dance  

Retina Dance Workshop 
 
Company member delivers dance workshops to our dance students based on the Companies new work ‘Layers 
of Skin’. 

An exciting day of Dance took place when 
company member Dave from Retina Dance 
spent the day at Guthlaxton College deliver-
ing workshops to our dance students.  
 
The workshops (based on the companies 
exciting new work ‘Layers of skin’), were en-
ergetic and stimulating. The students learnt 
complex phrases that challenged both their 
physical and interpretative skills. Move-
ments ranged from small quirky intricacies 
to vigorous choreography.  

 
The Belgium based dance company are currently touring their new work and will be performing in the UK in 
the near future. 

 

Vipasha Hazarika 
Performing Arts Faculty 



      News Update from Sally Cox, Deputy Principal   

Student Lanyards 
We are delighted to launch the introduction of student lanyards for Years 10 and 11. These were successfully 
trialled at Key Stage 5 and a number of students in Year 11 requested their use at Key Stage 4. 
 
The lanyards build upon the new College uniform demonstrating a sense of belonging and giving a corporate-
ness to the College and the House system. 
 
The use of the lanyards is important in College especially as safeguarding and site security is a major issue in 
schools and colleges across the country. They will also enable students to offer an identity in shops and on bus-
es where ages are required and discounts may be offered. 
 
Please encourage your son/daughter to wear their ID badge and proudly support the College in the community 
and assist in making the College a safer environment. 
 
Wigston Family of Schools Arts Festival 
The second Wigston Family of Schools Arts Festival ran from Monday 20th June to 
Friday 15th July 2011. It was a showcase of Arts activities, workshops, performanc-
es and events across the Family of Schools. 
 
Once again it was a huge kaleidoscope of the wealth of Arts activities which char-
acterises the Wigston Family of Schools. There were over 45 different activities 
which involved over 10,000 pupils and students across the 15 schools in the bor-
ough. 
 
We were proud of the wide range of activities and the support given by teaching 
and associate staff, the creative energy of the participants and the ongoing in-
volvement of parents/carers. 
 
Events included didgeridoo workshops, ‘Poet on a Bike’, circus skills, Gulliver’s Travels, Brazilian Festivals, A 
Festival of Readings, Family of Schools Music Workshop and many more. 
 
Festivals such as the annual Family of Schools Arts event ensures that as a group of schools we meet the 
‘Every Child Matters’ agenda by ensuring that the young people in our learning communities 

 Stay safe and healthy 
 Enjoy and achieve. 

 
Watch this space as the academic year evolves for news of the next Arts Festival in 2012. 
 
Platform 
We are extremely proud of our strong links with the Rotary club of Blaby and Citizen598 who have provided a 
unique opportunity for a student or group of students to benefit from the £1500 Platform Scholarship. 
 
Four applications were short listed for this award which provides funding for an ambition or dream. The suc-
cessful applicant for 2011/12 is Jade McLaurin who has an exciting year planned putting her ideas into fruition. 
She will be visiting Sri Lanka and working in an orphanage in the country. We look forward to Jade updating us 
about her year and wish her the very best of luck. 
 
The scholarship has been launched through two highly successful Platform Acoustic Events held on Thursday 
17th February and Thursday 14th July 2011. These acoustic events were organised by young people for young 
people and they provided a platform for outstanding musical talent to be shared on the stage in Wigston. At the 
most recent event we were joined we were joined by ‘Davenport Folk’ featuring ex-students Dan Wright, Amar 
Agoun and Kirsty Killingworth, current Guthlaxton students Martin Brown, pianist and singer, and Mark Elliott, 
singer. It was an outstanding event and our thanks to Rotary Club of Blaby and Citizen598 for their support. 
 
The scholarship and other Platform events will feature throughout editions of Tiger News during the forthcom-
ing months. The first event will be in December followed by a second evening in February. 



      News Update from Sally Cox, Deputy Principal   

House Credits 
Throughout last year a large number of students across the four Houses were recognised for their achieve-
ments and received CREDITS from their teachers for a wide range of successes. 
 
It gives me great pleasure to announce the credit award winners. 
 

 
 
Our congratulations to all the winners and to all students who were given credits in recognition for their hard 
work, efforts and successes. 
 
Student Award Evening 
The annual Student Award Evening was held on Thursday 15th September 2011. It was the 21st event which is 
the annual celebration of student achievement across the College. 
 
There were over 300 students awarded for their successes in the external examinations, attendance, service to 
the House and College, contribution and achievement in the Arts and sports and contribution to charity. 
 
As always it was an excellent evening with a return to the College of Len Fincham. Len was Head Boy at the 
College in 1995/96  and now plays international Rugby for England Deaf. He returned to address our award win-
ners and present the sports award.  
 
It is wonderful to recognise the achievements and successes of our young people as they conclude their stud-
ies with us. 

De Montfort Glenne Herrick Wistan 

Orhan Ahmed Oliver Brown-Hill Shannon Bennett Thomas Charlton 

Georgie Bailey Oliver Dovey Imogen Blackshaw Scott Close 

Rachel Borrows Oliver Edwards-Geary Shannon Blackshaw Mel Darwiche 

Emily Chapple Gregory Greenfield Andrew Bolley Nathan Dilkes 

Daniel Cobley Jessica Holland Tejeer Dhoot Salman Khan 

Tammy Fleet Adam Jones Louanna Fairbrother Adam Langeveld 

Benjamin Frith Tyler March James Hewitt Cassie Ord 

Joel Ghilotti Jessica McQuone Chelsea Hougham Dalvin Sahota 
Kate Greengrass Hannah Smith Jordan Jeffrey Melissa Tranter 

Billy Hemmings   Joseph Mesvania Gary Warner 

Emma Henshaw   Leona Mosby   

Katie Iliffe   Katie Moore   

Ryan Jones   William Morris   

Nicola Kell   Chloe Oliver   

Amjid Khogianai   Christian Patrick   

Chantelle Leatherland   Amy Percival   

Brandon Neal   Chloe Smith   

Jessica Newland   Jemma Vertigan   

Michelle Orr   Joshua Wetton   

Kate Peters       

Jake Semple       

Riah Shaw       

Hema Sonigra       

Sophie Storey       

Laura Vyas       

Conor Wilde       



      News Update from Sally Cox, Deputy Principal   

Art of Brilliance 
On Monday 4th July we welcomed to the College the Art of Brilliance team who had the task of working with 
almost 200 Year 10 and 11 students to raise aspirations and encourage the young people to thing positively. 
They shared a number of messages in a successful day including the one shown below. 
 

Take PERSONAL responsibility 
It’s your life 

Stop blaming others. 

 
 

Live it well. 
 
It is important that we encourage our students to take responsibility and to believe that they are brilliant. 
 
The team returned to the College on 30th September and worked with Year 10/11 students, and will return again 
on 26th October to present and coach Year 10/12 students. 
 
Every Child Matters 
The Care & Guidance and Inclusion teams are working to support the Every Child Matters agenda. 
 
Enjoy & Achieve 
...Attendance Matters 
There is continuing concern both locally and nationally about the number of student absences from schools 
and colleges. 
 
At Guthlaxton College we value regular attendance and recognise that it is essential for all our students to 
make good progress, achieve their academic potential and have better chances in life. Every student at the Col-
lege, in line with the Government’s expectations, is expected to maintain an attendance level of 95% and above. 
It is the responsibility of everyone in our College community — parents, students, staff and governors to ensure 
that our young people achieve this level. As a College it is essential that we monitor and review the attendance 
of all students constantly.  
 
Each year there are 190 College days which leaves 175 days for holidays, shopping, birthday treats and non ur-
gent medical and dental appointments. We are unlikely as a College to authorise absence for these reasons. 
The following relates absence to percentage attendance. 
 
Attendance over one College year if a student had: 
 

 

98% Less than 4 days absent from school 

95% Less than 10 days absent from school 

90% 4 weeks absent from school 

85% 5½ weeks absent from school 

80% 7 ½ weeks absent from school 



      News Update from Sally Cox, Deputy Principal   

Attendance over 5 years in secondary education if a student had:  
 

 
Our whole College attendance target is 95%. 
 
We appreciate that young people are unwell from time to time and that there may be exceptional circumstanc-
es for absences, and we ask you to think carefully about keeping your son or daughter out of school. There is a 
strong connection between attendance and achievement at College. Absence is proven to have a significant 
negative impact upon a young persons’ educational attainment. On average 17 absences during a College year 
results in one less grade per subject at GCSE. The graph below shows how attendance affected the examination 
results of previous Year 11 students. As you can clearly see, the higher the students’ attendance at College the 
better they achieve and vice versa.  
 

 
 
 

 

In addition, regular College attendance keeps young people safe, whereas evidence shows that students who 
truant are more likely to be involved in crime and anti social activity. As a College we have a duty of care and 
trust you will support us in fulfilling this requirement.  
 
We hope that you appreciate how crucial good College attendance is to your son or daughter’s progress, 
achievement and chances in life. We look forward to working with you to ensure that their attendance is the 
very best it can be to give them the very best chances in College and beyond. We hope you recognise that At-
tendance Matters. 
 
We will monitor attendance closely and absences will be scrutinized by our Care & Guidance team. In addition 
we are supported by the LA Attendance Improvement Officer who will initiate formal procedures where neces-
sary. I would like to remind you that Penalty Notices will be considered in cases where students are either ab-
sent from College without authorisation or when an absence is linked to a holiday application that has not been 
authorised. 
 
If you feel there is anything we can do to support you or your son or daughter, or would like to discuss this mat-
ter further please do not hesitate to contact your son or daughter’s House or Assistant House Head. It is im-
portant that we work in partnership to demonstrate to our young people that attendance matters.  
 
I am delighted to report that Guthlaxton’s attendance for the last academic year continued its upward trend and 
we achieved 91.6%. Whilst this is below the national target we are working closely with the Attendance Improve-
ment Service to maintain the improvement. 
 
We are proud of the year on year improvements and would encourage all parents/carers to support the College 
by ensuring that your child is not absent from College. 
 
In our next edition we will update you of this year’s progress.  

85-90% attendance = having about half a year off school! 

80% attendance = 38 weeks off school = one whole school year missed! 

A graph to show the link between % Attendance and GCSE results A* - C grades at  
Guthlaxton College 2010-11 



      News Update from Sally Cox, Deputy Principal   

...Punctuality Matters 
Equally, we care about punctuality and have been concerned about lateness across the College both for reg-
istration and lessons. Lateness results in lost learning and lost learning results in lower chances of success 
in the external examinations as outlined below. 
 

 
 
We will continue our Gate Late Patrols throughout this term and trust that you as parents/carers will support 
us by ensuring that your son/daughter arrives on time and prepared for learning. 
 
We thank you in your efforts to support us in striving to meet the Every Child Matters outcomes. 
 
Be Healthy and Stay Safe 
College Counsellor: Every Monday and Friday the College provides a counselling service which is available for 
all students. Kathy Elliott, a qualified and experienced professional, specialises in working with young people 
and adolescents. She has worked for the College for a number of years supporting a wide range of young peo-
ple through difficult traumas.  
 
Students can arrange to meet with Kathy by speaking with their Assistant Head of House. 
 
School Nurse: The College benefits from the support of Alex Yeomanson, School Nurse. 
Alex is based at Guthlaxton School Nurse Clinic. She covers all the schools in Wigston 
and South Wigston. Alex is a qualified nurse with experience in contributing to the physi-
cal and emotional well-being of our students. She also provides a link between home and 
College and works with other agencies to give support, guidance and advice as required. 
Alex can also refer to other agencies when families may need additional support. 
 
Any student wishing to see Alex should contact her at the Clinic. Parents/carers may 
make contact on 0116 2883707. Answer phone messages are listened to daily and Alex will arrange to see 
you. 
 
There is also a Young Peoples Health Service at the Clinic serviced by a range of health professionals who 
offer advice, support and guidance in health matters such as diet, drugs, sexual health and so on. 
 
Attendance Improvement Officer: Jayne Bond works with the College and other schools in the Wigston area to 
support students, parents/carers and teachers regarding attendance matters. 
 
She has worked at Guthlaxton College in this capacity for many years and she has been highly effective in her 
work. 
 
She offers advice, guidance and support to students and their parents/carers over attendance issues. She 
has a range of contacts and is able to act as an excellent link between College and other services. 
 
Educational Psychologist: The College is offered specialist support from the Educational Psychology Service 
through the services of Phil Harbour. 

Punctuality  

5 minutes late to every lesson 

5 lessons a day x 5 minutes = 25 minutes 

25 minutes x 5 days a week = 125 minutes 

125 minutes x 39 weeks a year = 81 hours 

  

81 hours = 3 weeks, 1 day and 1 hour of lost learning 

This is equivalent to an attendance figure of 92% 
reducing your chances of getting A* - C by at least 1 grade per subject 



      News Update from Sally Cox, Deputy Principal   

Phil works with teaching and associate staff at the College to support students and their families who are fac-
ing difficulties in achieving their full potential. He is an excellent professional who offers a range of strategies 
which benefit many young people. 
 
Uniform 
Thank you to all parents for supporting the College in our efforts to improve standards of dress.  
 
The start of term has been really positive and students have responded well to the introduction of the new uni-
form. 
 
The following is a reminder for all parents and students of our uniform requirements. 

 
 
Station Road Railway Bridge Closure 
Thank you for your support during the difficult time when the Station Road railway bridge was closed for up-
grading. We recognise the long detours and traffic jams which you all faced as you endeavoured to ensure 
that your son/daughter arrived at College on time. 
 
Young Americans 2012 
The Young Americans 2012 European Tour is visiting Leicester on Friday 16th – 
Sunday 18th March to be jointly hosted by Guthlaxton College and Sir Jonathan 
North. 
 
The exciting news is that on Sunday 18th March we are hoping that the work-
shops and performance will take place at the prestigious De Montfort Hall. 
 
Watch this space for news. 
 

Guthlaxton College 
Sixth Form Dress Code 

Guthlaxton College 
KS4 Uniform 

The emphasis of the Sixth Form Dress Code is 
smart, not casual clothing: smart trousers or skirts 
and dresses, shirts with ties or blouses, clean 
smart shoes.  All outdoor clothing, hats, scarves 
etc should be removed when entering the class-
room. 
  
 Trousers should be full length; leggings, com-

bat style trousers, jeans or shorts are not ac-
ceptable. 

 Shirts should be largely plain; lumberjack de-
signs are not acceptable. 

 Girls should be wearing tops with shoulders 
covered; vest tops are not acceptable. 

 All boys should be wearing a tie. 
 Sensible shoes should be worn (no trainers). 
 Jewellery should be discreet. 
 Jumpers, cardigans and sweaters should not 

contain huge logos. 
 Hoodies are not considered to be smart and if 

worn as outer clothing should be removed in 
college. 

 All students should wear the Sixth Form lan-
yard and ID. 

  

The KS4 Guthlaxton College uniform consists of: 
  
 Plain black jumper, sweatshirt or cardigan with 

the College logo. 
 Plain black full-length trousers or skirts.  It 

should be noted that leggings, combat style 
trousers, jeans or shorts are not acceptable. 

 Plain white shirt/blouse with a collar attached 
and a Guthlaxton College tie for the boys.  Girls 
may wear open neck blouses without a tie. 

 Sensible black footwear.  Boots, trainers and 
high heeled shoes are not part of the College 
uniform and should not be worn. 

 Outdoor coats should be plain and removed 
prior to entry to the classroom.  This removal 
includes hats, scarves and gloves. 

 All students should wear the House lanyard 
and ID. 
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Year 9 Able & More Able 
I reported in the previous edition of Tiger news that the Year 9 Able & More Able pupils were visiting Saint 
Catherine’s College. The visit was a huge success giving an excellent insight into life at Cambridge... We also 
learnt that their university accommodation is some of the cheapest in England! 
 
Our visit was not without problem... our three punts were launched on the River Cam and the heavens 
opened with a three hour thunder storm, the like you would never envisage out of the tropics. We all arrived 
back like drowned rats... smiling. It was a fun day which gave us lots of memories. 
 
Plans are being put together for this year’s Year 9 Able & More Able Programme. We have decided, because 
of the range of extra curricular opportunities offered across the High Schools, to run a more intensive pro-
gramme of four evenings and the Cambridge visit on Monday 1st June 2012.  
 
Watch this space for details. 
 
Non-Uniform Day  
We were delighted to have raised over £700 on Friday 8th July with our final non-uniform day of the academic 
year. 
 
The funds raised have supported Jenny carter with her work in Thailand; Gorse Hill Farm, Cancer Research, 
Marie Curie Cancer Care and Oadby & Wigston Age Concern. 
 
The Houses are currently choosing their House Charities for 2011-12. Our whole College non-uniform days 
for this year are: 
 
Friday 18th November 2011: Children in Need 
Friday 16th March 2012: Sport Relief 
Friday 6th July 2012: House Charities. 
 
We thank you for your support in the non-uniform days and equally for your support in ensuring that your 
son/daughter wears the appropriate College uniform. 
 
Race for Life 
 
Bethany Foster (HNB) and Ellis Chapman (HLD) completed the Race for Life at Weston 
Park Leicester on Sunday 10th July 2011. They raised £280 and £150 respectively for 
Breast Cancer Research. 
 
Well done to both students for their efforts in completing the Race for Life and raising 
funds for such a worthwhile cause. 
 
 
 

Term Dates for the Academic Year 2011 - 12 
 
 
 
 
 

17 - 21 October   Half Term Break 
22 December   End of Term 
 

9 January 2012   Start of Spring Term 
13 - 17 February   Half Term Break 
30 March    End of Term 
 

16 April    Start of Summer Term 
7 May    May Day Bank Holiday 
1 June - 8 June   Half Term Break  
13 July     End of Term 



Student Review Day 2011 - Thursday 10th November 
 
The annual Student Review Day takes place on Thursday 10th November 2011. All students will be set work for 
the day by their teachers and will complete this at home. Each family is then invited to a 15 minute interview 
between 8am and 5pm. During this family meeting the Group Tutor and in some cases the Assertive Mentor 
will set targets with your child for this academic year. On very rare occasions the parent/carer has been una-
ble to attend on the day. If this happens to be the case then the student is expected to attend on their own, 
however  the Group Tutor may be able to rearrange the meeting for another time. 
 
Please look out for the invitation letter which will be sent home in early October. 
 
We look forward to seeing you at the Student Review Day. 
 
Martin Dare 
Assistant Principal 

 

           Student Review Day 2011  
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Shoe Box, Christmas Hamper and British Legion Poppy Appeals 
Once again this year we will be asking for support in the annual Shoe Box for Rumania; Poppies for the British 
Legion and Christmas Hampers for Wigston’s Senior Citizens. 
 
We hope you will encourage your son/daughter to give generously for these worthy causes. 
 
U16 Midland Counties Youth Championship 
Congratulations to Oliver Brown-Hill 11GHV, Mylan Charles 11HDL, Sam Hollis 11DAK, Rob Morgan 11GMR 
and Callum Riley 11HLD who will represent Leicestershire & Rutland in the U16 Midlands Counties Youth 
Championship on Sunday 9th October 2011. 
 
The match is against Herefordshire at Bromyard FC. 
 
News of Past Students 
Samuel Timson, a former student at Guthlaxton College (2003 – 2007), successfully gained a First Class Hon-
ours Degree in MChem. Pharmaceutical Chemistry at the University of Leicester. Our congratulations to     
Samuel and we wish him every success for the future. 
 
Sally Cox 
Deputy Principal 

             Sixth Form News   

Welcome to the start of the new academic year. It gives me great 
pleasure to introduce the new Head Boy, Head Girl and Deputies; 
Indiana Smith, Rebecca Borrows, George Landers and 
Jaideep Dhaliwal who were voted in by the student body in June. 
They are joined by a strong team of Chairs amongst the Sixth Form 
Management sub groups. Already, they have delivered 
information to current Year 11 students and parents/
carers about sixth form life, have organised their first 
social event, represented the sixth form at a Full Gover-
nor’s meeting and, at the time of reading, will have 
planned and executed their first charity fundraising 
event for Jeans for Genes.  

 
Mrs Voss and I are really impressed with their energetic and positive start to the term; lots of ideas and plans 
are buzzing around the Team. Jaideep is aiming to set up a sixth form newsletter and is inviting students who 
have a passion for writing or who want to get into journalism to join him. The Team have already held a compe-
tition to design a sixth form logo around the theme of the current college logo which will be launched in       
October.  



Guthlaxton College         Telephone: Leicester (0116) 2881611 
Station Road          Fax:  Leicester (0116) 2881432  
Wigston Magna         Website: www.guth.org.uk 
Leicester          E-mail:  guth@guth.org.uk 
LE18 2DS         
 
Principal: Mr J Keller  BSc (Hons), MA, MBA. 

A Specialist Performing Arts College 

We were very pleased with our A level results this year; having Sarah Pike at Cambridge reading Mathematics 
has been a real boost to our students’ aspirations, as well as the excellent results from Ryan Mills (2A*& 2A) 
now at the University of York reading Computer Science and Jack Vardy (1A* & 2A) now at Loughborough Uni-
versity reading Mathematics and Accounting and Financial Management. To date, we have three applications 
to Oxbridge for entry in September 2012. At Guthlaxton, we like to keep in touch as far as possible with our ex-
students; in September, James Tipler who left the college in 2008, came into college to meet up with current 
students who are interested in pursuing a career in Law, (James is in his final year at Cambridge). His experi-
ences are invaluable to their plans and future applications to university. 
 
Year 12 and 13 students appear to have settled into college really well; they are wearing their ID badges in ac-
cordance with college policy, look well presented in smart sixth form dress code and are attending all timeta-
bled lessons and private study sessions. The LRC has been providing additional support for study skills by shar-
ing details of the Oliver research facility and other services offered. Increasing demands will come to both year 
groups in terms of assessed work and evidence of research, as well as them having organised folders to 
demonstrate that they can work independently and complete wider reading. 
 
Year 13 students are busy preparing their personal statements along with their online applica-
tion through UCAS. We have an internal college deadline of 12th October for students to Pay 
and Send to referee, to enable us to guarantee that their application is finalised, checked and 
sent to UCAS before Christmas.  Each reference is written by subject teachers and the group 
tutor, then checked by the Head of House, proof read by Gary Cambers, (Ex Deputy Head) be-
fore being checked and sent by Mrs Wilson. In terms of student finance, which will be the next thought in the 
back of students and parent/carers minds, we have a number of sessions scheduled over the coming weeks to 
support the planning process.  

 

Year 11 interested in applying to the Sixth Form will receive input into how to make an appli-
cation during their WRL session on Wednesday 9th November. They will also have an oppor-
tunity to visit B-Block and speak to current students during tutor group House visits in PD 
time from Monday 24th October. Last year, some students benefitted from ‘experience’ days 
with us; we would like to offer this initiative again and will provide more information next half 
term. The deadline for applications will be Wednesday 7th December. All Year 11 students are 
encouraged to think carefully about their future and plan by talking to as many people as 
possible to be able to make an informed choice. 

Deb Wilson 
Assistant Principal Post 16 

Event Date Venue 

Student Finance Tour 
  

Wed 12th October @1.00pm 
  

Lecture Theatre 
  

Student finance presentation by the 
University of Derby 

Wed 26th October @ 10.15am Hall 

Student Finance workshop (making 
applications online) 

TBC (once the site goes live) Diploma Suite, B-Block 

             Sixth Form News   


